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1. Event Introduction 

Vietnam BirdRace 2026 is a community event that brings together birders, nature lovers and wildlife 
photographers through a team-based race to document bird species by photograph within a defined time 
window. In addition to the main competition, the event creates space for professional exchange, field 
experience sharing, exhibition activities and the promotion of biodiversity conservation. 

Cat Tien National Park is among the premier birding destinations in southern Viet Nam, with rich lowland 
forest ecosystems, wetlands and a variety of attractive birdwatching routes. Cat Tien is internationally 
recognized as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve and a Ramsar Wetland of International Importance. Hosting 
BirdRace here is not only appropriate from a biodiversity perspective but also helps promote Cat Tien as a 
destination for responsible ecotourism, environmental education and nature research. 

Event name Vietnam BirdRace 2026 
Location Cat Tien National Park 
Dates Friday, 8 May 2026 to Sunday, 10 May 2026 

Format Community event combining networking, exhibition activities, and a 
team-based race to document bird species through valid photographs 

Organizers Wildtour; Vietnam Wildlife Photography Club (VWPC) 

Coordinating partners Cat Tien National Park; BirdLife International; relevant conservation, 
technical and media partners 

Lead sponsor Mapletree Investments 

Main Objectives 

• Create a professional and inspiring platform for the birding and wildlife photography community. 
• Connect birders, photographers, researchers, nature guides, students and nature enthusiasts. 
• Promote responsible birdwatching and nature photography, respect for habitats and compliance with 

conservation regulations. 
• Document species through photographs to support communication and appropriate conservation data-

sharing mechanisms. 

Featured Activities 

• Networking opportunities for birders, nature photographers, guides and nature enthusiasts. 
• Free birdwatching and field-experience sharing on the morning of 9 May 2026. 
• Exhibition space for photographs, photography and birdwatching equipment and nature communication 

materials. 
• Expert sharing and discussions on birdwatching and wildlife conservation in Southeast Asia. 
• A team-based BirdRace that emphasizes fair play, accuracy and conservation ethics. 
• Nature appreciation activities for children. 
• Results announcement and prize-giving ceremony to recognize teams and notable images from the 

event. 

Official Schedule 

Day Time Programme 

Day 1 
Fri 8 May 2026 

During the day 
19:00 

Arrival at Cat Tien National Park, 
check-in, registration and 
networking. 



Day Time Programme 

Gala Dinner at 19:00. 

Day 2 
Sat 9 May 2026 

Morning 
13:00 

Free networking, birdwatching, 
exchange of field experience, and 
exhibition visits in the morning. 
13:00 Flag Off - the official start of 
BirdRace. 

Day 3 
Sun 10 May 2026 

Until 11:00 
13:00 

BirdRace continues until 11:00. 
13:00 results announcement and 
prize-giving ceremony. 

The Spirit of Vietnam BirdRace 2026 

Vietnam BirdRace 2026 is guided by three core values: fair play, responsible participation and commitment 
to nature conservation. Achievement matters, but what matters even more is respect for wild birds, natural 
habitats, national park regulations and the collective spirit of the community. 

2. Competition Rules 

This handbook includes the participant version of the competition rules. Please refer to the updated 
standalone rules file for the full formal version. 

Competition area Routes and areas authorized by the Organizing Committee and Cat 
Tien National Park 

Official race time From 13:00 on 9 May 2026 to 11:00 on 10 May 2026 

Competition format Team-based race to document as many wild bird species as possible 
through valid photographs 

Team size 03-04 members per team 
Submission package Team folder plus separate individual image submission 
Race principles Fair play, accuracy, safety and respect for nature 

1. Competition Format 
Vietnam BirdRace 2026 is a team-based competition to document wild bird species through photography. 

The objective of each team is to photograph as many bird species as possible during the official race 
period. Photographs do not have to be artistic images, but each image must be clear enough to allow for 
unequivocal species identification. 

2. Applicable Time and Location 

The race takes place at Cat Tien National Park and is limited to the routes and areas authorized by the 
Organizing Committee and the National Park. 

The official race begins at 13:00 on 9 May 2026 and ends at 11:00 on 10 May 2026. 

Any photograph used as evidence for scoring must be taken strictly within this time window. 

3. Team Composition 

Each team consists of 03 to 04 members. 



Team members may allocate responsibilities for observation, documentation, data management and 
submission, but all members share responsibility for the validity of the team's results. 

The Organizing Committee may require confirmation of the official team roster before the Flag Off. 

4. Conditions for Acceptable Photographs 

Photographs must depict wild birds in their natural environment; photos of captive birds or birds that have 
been handled, held or otherwise manipulated for photography are not accepted. 

Photographs must be taken within the official race window and in authorized competition areas. 

Photographs must show the identification features necessary for the Expert Panel to confirm the species 
unequivocally. 

Photographs must not be edited in a way that misrepresents the field situation, the subject or the recording 
context. 

The Organizing Committee reserves the right to request original image files (i.e. RAW files) to verify 
timestamp information and authenticity. 

5. Scoring and Ranking 

Each valid bird species counts as 01 species point for a team. 

A species may only be counted once for each team, even if the team has multiple photographs of that 
species. 

Ranking is determined by the total number of clearly identified species documented by each team. 

6. Tie-breaking Principles 

If two or more teams record the same total number of species, the Organizing Committee and the Expert 
Panel will apply the following tie-breakers in order: 

• (i) the number of difficult or rare species documented by the team; 
• (ii) the clarity and certainty of the photographic evidence; 
• (iii) the team's compliance with the rules, conservation requirements and submission deadlines. 

7. Submission and Deadline 

Team Submission 

• Place all team species-record photographs in one folder named after the team. 
• All evidence photographs must be submitted in JPG format. 
• File names should follow the species number in the official bird list provided by the Organizing 

Committee. 
• For species not included in the official list, the species name may be added to the file name. 
• Submit a marked paper checklist showing which species are represented in the image folder. 
• For difficult identifications, teams may submit up to 03 additional supporting images for the same 

species. 
Individual Submission 

• Each participant may select one favorite image for separate submission. 
• The photographer’s name must be clearly indicated. 
Submission Deadline 

Vietnam BirdRace ends at 11:00 on 10 May 2026. 



To facilitate judging, teams must complete their submissions immediately after the race and no later than 
11:30 on 10 May 2026, unless the Organizing Committee announces a technical adjustment on site. 

8. Prohibited Behaviors 

• The following are strictly prohibited: 
• using food bait in any form; 
• trapping, catching, holding, handling or directly manipulating wild birds; 
• flushing birds, approaching excessively or changing their natural behavior in order to obtain 

photographs; 
• using drones or any flying device without permission; 
• using bird-call playback without explicit approval from the Organizing Committee and the National Park; 
• entering restricted areas, sensitive sites, nests, feeding areas or key perches of rare species without 

permission; 
• creating noise, obstructing other teams, or negatively affecting other visitors and local communities. 

9. Field Safety 

Participant safety takes priority over competition results. 

Each team is advised to prepare suitable field clothing, drinking water, personal medication, 
communication equipment and any other necessary items for forest conditions. 

Participants must follow the instructions of the Organizing Committee, forest rangers, National Park staff 
and route support personnel. 

If an unsafe situation arises, teams must leave the dangerous area immediately and inform the Organizing 
Committee. 

10. Expert Panel and Verification Rights 

The Expert Panel and the Organizing Committee are responsible for verifying photo validity, species 
identification and compliance with the rules. 

Where evidence is insufficient, the Expert Panel may decline to accept a species or request original files 
for verification, supporting images or a technical explanation from the team. 

11. Sanctions 

Depending on the severity of a violation, the Organizing Committee may apply one or more of the following 
measures: warning, rejection of part or all of the recorded photographs, point deduction, cancellation of the 
team's result, or suspension from the event. 

The decision of the Organizing Committee, after consultation with the Expert Panel and the National Park 
management board, when necessary, is final. 

12. Prize Structure 

Team prizes include: Champion, First Prize, Second Prize and Third Prize. 

Special awards may include (for individual participants): Best Photo, Action Shot, Conservation Photo, and 
other thematic awards announced by the Organizing Committee. 

13. General Provisions 

By registering to participate, each team agrees to comply fully with these rules, the regulations of the 
Organizing Committee and the management rules of Cat Tien National Park. 



The Organizing Committee may update specific technical details, route allocation or submission 
procedures to suit actual conditions as necessary, and will communicate such updates clearly to teams 
before the race. 

3. Code of Conduct 

This Code of Conduct is established to ensure that Vietnam BirdRace 2026 is organised in a spirit of 
safety, respect for nature, fair play and professionalism. All participants - including competitors, invited 
guests, volunteers, sponsors, media partners and related stakeholders - are expected to read and comply 
fully with this Code. 

Three Core Principles 

• Respect nature and all conservation rules and regulations of Cat Tien National Park. 
• Respect people: behave courteously, cooperate, and do not harass or discriminate. 
• Respect the event: be honest, practise fair play, and place safety and ethics above achievement. 

1. Scope of Application 

• This Code of Conduct applies before, during and after the event whenever individuals are participating 
as team members, invited guests, speakers, partner representatives, volunteers or media 
representatives of Vietnam BirdRace 2026. 

• It applies at official event venues, on activity routes and within online spaces managed by the event. 
• It serves as a basis for reminders, violation handling and the maintenance of a positive and safe 

environment for everyone. 

2. Respect for Nature and Wildlife 

• Vietnam BirdRace is organised to promote nature awareness and conservation. Any behavior that 
harms wild birds, habitats or the quality of the natural experience is against the spirit of the BirdRace. 

• Do not trap, catch, hold, handle or manipulate wild birds. 
• Do not use bait, lure or any method that alters the natural behavior of birds. 
• Do not flush, chase, surround or approach birds excessively to obtain better photographs. 
• Do not use drones or any flying device without authorization from the park management. 
• Do not publicly disclose sensitive locations of rare or threatened species, nests, feeding areas or 

important perches without authorization. 

3. Compliance with National Park Regulations and Field Instructions 

• Participants must comply strictly with the rules of Cat Tien National Park and with instructions from the 
Organizing Committee, forest rangers, technical staff and route support personnel. 

• Teams must only visit approved areas and routes and within the BirdRace time windows. 
• Do not enter restricted zones, strict restoration areas or sensitive sites without permission. 
• Do not create noise, play music, broadcast loud sounds or disturb other visitors and local communities. 
• Respect the ecological carrying capacity of each route and follow the traffic allocation plan announced 

by the Organizing Committee. 

4. Fair Play and Integrity in Competition 

• All teams must participate honestly, respect the rules and respect the efforts of other teams. 
• Use only photographs taken within the valid time window and in valid areas. 
• Do not use and submit old photographs and photographs taken by others. 
• Be prepared to provide original files, EXIF information or other necessary evidence as and when 

requested by the Expert Panel. 



• Do not obstruct, intimidate, dispute aggressively with, or behave discourteously toward other teams 
during the competition. 

5. Respectful, Inclusive and Harassment-free Behaviour 

• Vietnam BirdRace seeks to provide an open, friendly environment that respects differences and is safe 
for all participants. 

• Do not use words, gestures or content that are insulting, threatening or discriminatory on the basis of 
gender, age, nationality, profession or personal views. 

• Do not engage in harassment of any kind, including verbal harassment, visual harassment, online 
harassment or conduct that makes others feel uncomfortable or unsafe. 

• Respect personal space, privacy and the right of others to decline interaction. 
• Prioritize calm dialogue, mutual support and cooperation whenever disagreements arise. 

6. Personal Safety and Risk Management 
• No achievement is more important than human safety. Participants are advised to prepare themselves 

properly for outdoor and forest conditions. 
• Wear appropriate clothing and safe footwear, and carry drinking water, personal medication and 

necessary supplies. 
• Be aware of field risks such as heat, rain, slippery ground, insects, leeches, snakes and other hazards. 
• Maintain at least one functioning communication contact within each team and inform the Organizing 

Committee immediately in case of incident or safety risk. 
• Stop activities immediately when instructed to do so for reasons of safety, weather or route 

management. 

7. Environmental Responsibility and Event Reputation 

• Each and every participant is a representative of Vietnam BirdRace and is expected to participate in the 
event in the spirit of responsible ecotourism. 

• Do not litter; minimize the use of single-use plastics; bring a personal water bottle where possible and 
dispose of waste properly. 

• Do not break branches, cut plants, damage habitats or leave traces that degrade the natural landscape. 
• Respect the property, facilities, vehicles and equipment of the National Park, partners and local 

communities. 
• Communicate with the press, media and on social platforms in a positive and responsible way; do not 

spread false information or damage the reputation of the event. 

8. Reporting Incidents and Supporting One Another 

• If participants witness inappropriate conduct, they are encouraged to report it promptly so that the 
Organizing Committee can support, address and prevent wider risks. 

• Reports may be made directly to the Organizing Committee focal point, route leader, National Park staff 
or the safety team. 

• Participants are encouraged to provide truthful, specific and evidence-based information while 
respecting privacy and safety. 

• Priority should be given to preventing safety risks or harm to nature before considering any other 
disputes. 

9. Measures for Violations 

• Depending on the nature and severity of the violation, the Organizing Committee may apply one or 
more corrective measures. 



• Direct reminder or warning. 
• Requirement to stop the violating behavior or leave the activity area. 
• Rejection of part or all submitted competition results. 
• Suspension from the event or cancellation of participation status. 
• Referral to the National Park, competent authorities or related entities where conduct seriously affects 

participant safety, property or nature. 

Participant Commitment 
• I understand that Vietnam BirdRace 2026 is not only a competition, but also a conservation and nature-

awareness activity. 
• I commit to fully complying with the competition rules, this Code of Conduct, the regulations of Cat Tien 

National Park and the guidelines of the Organizing Committee. 
• I accept that the Organizing Committee reserves the right to apply the measures necessary to protect 

people, nature and the reputation of the event. 

  



4. Prize Structure 

Illustrated prize overview 

 

• First Prize: 01 Sony FE 200-600mm F5.6-6.3 G OSS lens and 04 Lexar 64GB SD Armor Gold memory 
cards. 

• Second Prize: 04 Optisan Optics LR 8x34 binoculars and 04 Lexar 128GB SD Armor Silver memory 
cards. 

• Third Prize: 04 Olympus 10x50 Explorer S binoculars and 04 Lexar 128GB SD Armor Plus memory 
cards. 

• Fourth Prize: Borneo Birds Experience Voucher sponsored by Ulu Telupid Bird Center. 
• Individual Prize: 01 Lexar 1TB SL660 Gaming Portable SSD. 
• Remarkable Discovery Award: a special recognition prize sponsored by Camera Khánh Long. 
Note: prize details and values remain subject to final official confirmation by the Organizing Committee. 

  



5. Sponsors and Partners 

Vietnam BirdRace 2026 is proudly supported by a group of sponsors, partners, co-organizers, and 
supporting contributors whose shared commitment has helped shape this year’s event into a meaningful 
platform for birdwatching, wildlife photography, community engagement, and nature conservation in Viet 
Nam. 

Sponsors 

Mapletree Investments 

Headquartered in Singapore, Mapletree Investments is a global real estate development, investment, 
capital and property management company committed to sustainability. Its strategic focus is to invest in 
markets and real estate sectors with good growth potential. The Group’s assets are located across 13 
markets globally, namely Singapore, Australia, Canada, China, Europe, Hong Kong SAR, India, Japan, 
Malaysia, South Korea, the UK, the US and Vietnam. 

Mapletree is the Principal Sponsor of Vietnam BirdRace 2026. Under its Corporate Social Responsibility 
Framework's Environment pillar, its support reflects a long-term commitment to community engagement, 
environmental education, and preserving biodiversity. Over the past several years, Mapletree has played 
an especially important role in supporting programs, competitions, and outreach initiatives related to birds 
and nature, helping Vietnam BirdRace grow in visibility and impact. 

Lexar 

Lexar is a practical and highly relevant partner of Vietnam BirdRace 2026 through its contribution of 
storage products and memory cards that directly support fieldwork. For birders and photographers, reliable 
data storage is essential, and Lexar’s support helps participants record, preserve, and share valuable 
moments from the world of birds. Its contribution makes the event’s prize structure more useful, relevant, 
and attractive. 

BH Asia 

BH Asia is a valued supporting partner of Vietnam BirdRace 2026, helping connect the event with the 
wider community of bird and nature enthusiasts in the region. Its participation adds value to the program 
and reflects support for a professional platform where birders and wildlife photographers can meet, 
exchange experiences, and celebrate their shared love of nature. 

Sony 

Sony contributes outstanding value to Vietnam BirdRace 2026 through high-quality imaging equipment. Its 
presence adds great appeal to the prize structure and inspires the wildlife photography community, 
especially those passionate about bird and nature photography. Sony’s support represents a natural 
connection between advanced imaging technology and the spirit of discovering and documenting the 
beauty of the wild. 

Conservation Vietnam 

The participation of Conservation Vietnam as a partner of Vietnam BirdRace 2026 marks a truly 
meaningful milestone. As a conservation fund founded by Vietnamese, Conservation Vietnam brings more 
than just vital domestic resources to BirdRace 2026; it carries the spirit, passion, and collective 
commitment of a growing community of Vietnamese who deeply care about safeguarding the country’s 
wildlife and natural heritage. This partnership reflects the expanding recognition of Vietnam BirdRace 
among national conservation organizations, and signals a positive shift toward stronger local ownership in 
conservation efforts. It affirms that BirdRace is not only a gathering for bird lovers, but a powerful platform 



that inspires awareness, strengthens community connections, and catalyzes real conservation action on 
the ground in Vietnam. 

Organisers 

Wildtour 
Wildtour is the lead organizer and one of the driving forces behind the development of Vietnam BirdRace. 
With many years of experience in nature tourism, birdwatching, and conservation-related activities, 
Wildtour plays a central role in connecting partners, curating birdwatching and nature awareness events, 
coordinating field activities, and promoting a culture of responsible birdwatching. Vietnam BirdRace is part 
of Wildtour’s broader long-term effort to strengthen the nature-loving community while advancing 
conservation values. 

Vietnam Wildlife Photography Club (VWPC) 
Vietnam Wildlife Photography Club is one of the main organisers of Vietnam BirdRace 2026. As a 
connector of the fast-growing wildlife photography community in Viet Nam, VWPC’s expertise and 
experience is helping to shape Vietnam BirdRace into an event that is both professionally meaningful and 
community driven. Its role is especially important in bringing together leading photographers who are 
passionate about birds, wildlife, and conservation storytelling through their images. 

Cat Tien National Park 

Cat Tien National Park is a co-organizing institution and the official host site of Vietnam BirdRace 2026. As 
one of the most important protected forest landscapes in Viet Nam, Cat Tien is renowned for its 
outstanding biodiversity and is widely regarded as one of the country’s premier birdwatching destinations. 
Its role in hosting and supporting the event reflects a strong commitment to environmental education, 
public outreach, and the promotion of nature conservation through meaningful public engagement. Cat 
Tien is recognized internationally as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. 

BirdLife International 
BirdLife International is a key technical partner and co-organizer of Vietnam BirdRace 2026. With its deep 
expertise and long-standing credibility in bird conservation and biodiversity in the region, BirdLife helps 
ensure that the event is not only exciting for participants but also meaningful as a conservation platform to 
promote public awareness of wild birds. Its participation adds professional depth and reinforces the 
message of protecting wild birds and their habitats. 

WANEE Vietnam 

WANEE Vietnam is a company developing nature-based experiential programs for children and families. In 
Vietnam BirdRace 2026, WANEE is responsible for designing and operating BirdRace for Kids 2026 – 
“Birds & Tropical Forest”, a dedicated program for young participants. Through activities such as drawing 
and team-based forest exploration, the program helps children connect with nature in a direct and 
engaging way. 

Other Supporting Contributors 

In addition to the principal sponsors, partners, and co-organizers, Vietnam BirdRace 2026 is also grateful 
for the support of several contributors whose involvement adds further depth and value to the event. 
Optisan contributes practical support through optical equipment that serves the birding community, while 
Ulu Telupid Bird Center enhances the prize structure with a special experience voucher that introduces 
participants to the remarkable birdlife of Borneo. Camera Khanh Long also brings meaningful support by 
connecting the event with Viet Nam’s wider photography and equipment community. Together, these 



contributors help strengthen Vietnam BirdRace 2026 as a more vibrant, rewarding, and conservation-
oriented platform for birders, wildlife photographers, and nature enthusiasts. 

6. Appendix - Reference Species List 

The Organizing Committee provides an official Cat Tien bird list as the reference document for naming 
evidence-image files. Teams should use the species numbers from this official list when naming JPG files. 
For species not included in the list, teams may add the species name to the file name. 

The illustration below shows the opening pages of the reference species list supplied by the Organizing 
Committee: 

 
Contact email: vietnambirdrace@gmail.com 

For urgent questio: please call at +84908931000 (Mr. Bao) 

mailto:vietnambirdrace@gmail.com

