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Vietham BirdRace 2026

Participant handbook for competing teams, invited guests, and supporting

partners at Cat Tien National Park.

<Cat Tien * 8-10 May 202<D Glag Off 13:00 * 9 May 2029

Ginish 11:00 - 10 May 2026>
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Event Introduction
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Vietnam BirdRace 2026 is a community event that brings together birders, nature lovers, and wildlife photographers through a team-based race to

document bird species by photograph within a defined time window. In addition to the main competition, the event creates space for professional

exchange, exhibition activities, and the promotion of biodiversity conservation.

General Information

2.

Arrival at Cat Tien

Location: Cat Tien National Park

Dates: 8—10 May 2026

Format: networking — exhibition — team-based bird documentation
race

Organizers: Wildtour; VWPC

Coordinating partners: Cat Tien National Park; BirdLife International;

related partners

Official Schedule

Day 1 « Fri 8 May Day 2 - Sat 9 May

Check-in, registration, networking
Gala Dinner at 19:00
exhibition visits

Networking & Flag Off

e Morning networking, birdwatching,
exchange of field experience, and

Main Objectives

e Create a professional and inspiring platform for the birding and wildlife
photography community.

o Connect birders, photographers, researchers, guides, students, and
nature enthusiasts.

* Promote responsible birdwatching and nature photography, respect for
habitats, and compliance with conservation regulations.

e Document species through photographs to support communication
and appropriate conservation data-sharing mechanisms.

Day 3 * Sun 10 May

Finish & Prize-giving

e BirdRace continues until 11:00
e 13:00: results announcement and prize-

giving ceremony

e 13:00: Flag Off — official start of BirdRace

Core spirit of the event: fair play, responsible participation, and commitment to nature conservation.

3. Competition Rules — participant summary

Competition Format

Team-based competition .
03—-04 members per team May 2026
Document as many wild bird species as .
possible through valid photographs

Photographs must be clear enough for National Park
species identification .

within this window

Team Submission

Place all species-record photographs in one folder named after the
team.

All evidence photographs must be submitted in JPG format.

File names should follow the species number in the official bird list
provided by the Organizing Committee.

For species not included in the official list, the species name may be
added to the file name.

Submit a marked paper checklist showing which species are
represented in the image folder.

For difficult identifications, teams may submit up to 03 additional
supporting images for the same species.

Prohibited Behaviors

o

Respect Nature

Do not harm wild birds, habitats, or the quality
of the natural experience, and comply with all
conservation rules of Cat Tien National Park.

No use of food bait in any form.

No trapping, catching, holding, handling, or directly manipulating wild birds.

Time & Valid Area

From 13:00 on 9 May 2026 to 11:00 on 10

Limited to routes and areas authorized by
the Organizing Committee and Cat Tien

Core Principles

e No disturbance to wild birds

e No violation of conservation regulations
e No manipulation of field context

e Honesty, fair play, and respect for other

teams

All scoring images must be taken strictly

Individual Submission & Deadline

e Each participant may select one favorite image for separate
submission.

e The photographer’'s name must be clearly indicated.

e Vietnam BirdRace ends at 11:00 on 10 May 2026.

e All submissions must be completed no later than 11:30 on 10 May
2026, unless the Organizing Committee announces a technical
adjustment on site.

Each valid species counts as 01 species point. A species may only
be counted once for each team.

No flushing, excessive approach, or changing the natural behavior of birds to obtain photographs.

No use of drones, flying devices, or bird-call playback without authorization.

No entry into restricted areas, sensitive sites, nests, feeding areas, or key perches of rare species without permission.

Code of Conduct

Respect People

others to decline interaction.

Behave courteously, cooperate, do not
harass, and do not discriminate. Respect
personal space, privacy, and the right of

Respect the Event

Be honest, practise fair play, and place safety
and ethics above achievement. Be prepared
to provide original files, EXIF information, or
other necessary evidence when requested.

( No achievement is more important than human safety. Participants are expected to prepare properly for outdoor and forest conditions.

S.

Prize System

The images below present the official prize posters for Vietham BirdRace 2026.
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Overall prize overview.
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Second Prize: 04 Optisan Optics LR 8x34 binoculars and 04 Lexar 128GB SD Armor
Silver cards.
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Fourth Prize: Borneo Birds Experience Voucher sponsored by Ulu Telupid Bird Center.
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First Prize: Sony FE 200-600mm F5.6-6.3 G OSS and 04 Lexar 64GB SD Armor Gold
cards.
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Third Prize: 04 Olympus 10x50 Explorer S binoculars and 04 Lexar 128GB SD Armor
Plus cards.
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Individual Prize and Remarkable Discovery Award.

6. Sponsors, Partners, and Organizers

Sponsors and Supporting Partners

Mapletree Investments — Principal Sponsor.
Lexar, Sony, BH Asia, Conservation Vietham — supporting partners

contributing equipment, gifts, and valuable community connections.

Other Supporting Contributors

Organizers and Coordinating Partners

o Wildtour — lead organizer.

VWPC - connector of the wildlife photography community.

Cat Tien National Park — official host site and co-organizer.

BirdLife International
WANEE Vietnam — designer and operator of BirdRace for Kids 2026.

— technical partner and co-organizer.

Optisan provides optical equipment support for the birding community; Ulu Telupid Bird Center contributes a Borneo bird experience voucher; and Camera

Khanh Long connects the event with Viet Nam’s wider photography and equipment community.

7.

Reference Bird List

The Organizing Committee provides a Cat Tien bird list to standardize file naming and species numbering for team submissions.

Birds of Vietnam

Export

Vuon Quoc gia Cat Tién

Anseriformes

Anatidae

Galliformes

Phasianidae

Sample opening page of the Cat Tien bird list compiled by Vietnam Wildlife Photography Club.

HTML handbook prepared for Viethnam BirdRace 2026 — English version for participants.



